but harbours, estuaries and muddy inlets with stranded craft gave tich
material for pictures and unnumbered watercolours. Portchester was fol-
lowed by Harwich (1913 and 1929), Bosham (1914)* Alum Bay (1919),
Maldon (1920 and 1933), Southampton Water (1921), Shirehamptoi^
(1922), Shoreham (1926), Whitstable and Sandwich (1931), Green-'
hithe (1932), Walmer (1934)-
Dover Harbour in 1918 stands out in this series as the subject of a public
commission. During the 'Great War' painters were employed by the
State to illustrate its aspects and events, abroad and at home, for the collec-
tion to be housed in a War Museum. The assignment to Steer was a
happy choice, not only as material for a picture, but one near his heart.
He was critical of our old Army Command, but had a profound love and
admiration for the Navy. War restrictions and the winds hampered the
execution of his task, but he summoned all his obstinacy to cope with
them. Here is a letter to Blackwell from the 'Hotel National', Waterloo
Crescent, on I2th July:
For the first few days I put up at the chief hotel, which was anything but satisfactory
being both depressing and rather sloppy, but here in this private hotel I am quite
comfortable, the food being excellent and it is quite likely that ere long I may regain
my lost figure.
With regard to work I see great difficulties ahead as the place is so vast, for instance
the end of the Admiralty Pier is a mile and a half and another point called the Eastern
arm is about as far, and then when one gets there it is almost impossible to get shelter
from the wind which today is blowing almost a gale, however, although at the
moment I am feeling heavy hearted, hope springs eternal and I must try and stick it.
I dunk if there were no war on this would be quite a good place, but all the per-
missions and restrictions seem to have a paralysing influence and at times I feel I cannot
bear it, especially when I have done a. bad water colour which occurs too frequently.
I have come across a man here that I can't have seen for thirty years, the master of
the School of Art; he was very kind and offered me the use of his studio, but I had
already taken a room overlooking the harbour, it was pleasant to have a talk about
the old Walberswick days when I met him.
Anothea: is to Gray on August I2th:
Congramktions on the Collison bequest. You are lucky to have something to
warm you during the coming winter, as from the a<xx>unts I read I don't think there
will be much coat I shall look forward with pleasure to drinking your health in some
- of the choice vintages on my return, which however I don't think is very near at hand
as work does not seem to progress very rapidly: in fact I am feeling pretty downhearted
as there is not only the usual difficulty of doing die job but whenever I sit down to
ske&b some blighter comes up and wants to see my permits, which is very upsetting
just in the middle of laying in a wash; in short I am regarded as a suspicious charaaer;
m fact Ac landlady of the house where I engaged a room to wxark in told me that after
sbe had let me Ac room she bad a sleepless night thinlcmg she might be harbouring a